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JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY.
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The joint committee on the State Library, beg leave to report:

That they have minutely examined the account of expenditures
as presented to them by the Librarian in his report which accom-
panies this, and find i to be strictly correct. ' In accordance with
the suggestion of the Librarian, that the few numbers of the pub-
lic documents now ordered for the Library are insufficient, the
committee respectfully preseat for adoption the accompanying res-
oluti®n. - , ' CE -

Public: Libraries have been from time immemorial, objects of
great care and attention to every nation desirous of preserving
accurate accounts of their early history, the promotion of science
and diffusion of useful knowledge. Their successful establish-
ment eviderices an advance in civilization, and a progress in re-
finement and taste. To the student and the man of letters their &
treasuries of science and literature are invaluablej forming as they
do a safe depository for the literary wealth of the world. Hence
we discpver that since ‘the invention by Cadmus of the letters of
the _Alpiabet, that all nations not over-fiin by barbarism, have
given great attention to the collection of books for the purpose of
forming large and valuable public libraries. * .

The origin of libraries, is-generally ascribed to the Hebrews,
from whom it is supposed the Egyptians took the hint, foragco -
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ding to Dicdorus we find that Osmanduas, one of their kiﬁggé; had
a hibrary built in his Palace, with this very suitable inscription over
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the'door, “Food for the Mind.”

Libraries were ‘established in Athens by the tyrant Pisistratis;
and Plutarch informs us that under Eumenes ‘there was 2 Jibrary s
at Pergamus containing two hundred thousand vglumes. ™ The *
fate of ‘the celebrated hibrary at Alexandria is well known; it ‘wag
supposed to contain seven hundred thousand volumes, and was |
In‘the time of Constantine the Greal; there were not less'thap
thirty publig libraries at Roine; she well might boast of her Ulpisk, -
her Palatine, as well as those of Paulus A miliug,; Lucilliug
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burpt by the brutal soldiery of Cesar.
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